AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 16, 2000

SENATE BILL No. 1892

Introduced by Senator Alarcon

February 24, 2000

An act to—amend—repeal—and—add—Seetion—51225-3—of the
Edueation—Cede relating to courses of studyand making an
appropriation therefar

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST
SB 1892, as amended, Alarcon. Courses of study:
i i ts

Existing law establishes the Digital High School Education
Technology Grant Program to provide all high school pupils
with basic computer skills and improve pupil achievement in
all academic subjects.

This bill would require the State Department of Education
to conduct a needs assessment survey of all school districts and
county offices of education to determine the availability and
accessibility of courses and coursework in career technology
and computer literacy.

The bill would require the department to provide a
comprehensive plan for integrating technical skills training
into the public education core curriculum for computer
literacy and employment related purposes.

The bill would require the Superintendent of Public
Instruction to appoint an advisory committee to assist the
department in the development of the comprehensive plan.

The bill would require the State Department of Education
to submit the results of the needs assessment survey and its
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SB 1892 —2—

comprehensive plan to the Governor and the policy and fiscal
committees of the Legislature on or before January 1, 2002.

The bill would appropriate $300,000 to the State
Department of Education for the purposes of the act. Funds
appropriated by the bill would be applied toward the
minimum  funding requirements for school districts and
community college districts imposed by Section 8 of Article

Vote: majority. Appropriation: —Ao yes Fiscal committee:
yes. State-mandated local program: yes

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Legislature hereby finds and
2 declares the following:
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—3— SB 1892

(@) The foundational principle of the Education Code
is that all pupils have access to equitable educational
opportunities and resources.

(b) Evidence supports the undeniable conclusion that
pupils who reside in affluent suburban communities have
access to more educational resources in both their schools
and neighborhoods than pupils from poorer communities
in urban or rural areas.

(c) The state’s future is dependent upon minimizing,
if not entirely alleviating, the inequities in our public
schools so that all children will have more equitable
opportunities to learn skills needed for entry into the
workforce, to pursue postsecondary educational goals,
and to contribute to the state’s social cohesion.

(d) Current law specifies the courses a pupil must take
in order to graduate from high school. However, too
many pupils are graduating without the necessary
foundation to succeed in the workplace or in
postsecondary education.

SEC. 2. 1t is the intent of the Legislature that all of the
following occur:

(@) By specifying the types of coursework that pupils
must complete in order to graduate, pupils will have
world class skills and the state’'s workforce will be

(b) In order to increase the rigor of the coursework
and to ensure that pupils are prepared to meet the
demands of the 21st century, the courses required for
high school graduation must be aligned with standards
that are adopted by the State Board of Education.
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(c) A master plan is established and implemented to
help ensure and facilitate the integration of high
technology learning into the core curriculum of public
schools.

has—beer—exempted—pursoant—te—the—provisions—eof  this
sede,

2-Such—other—coursewerk—as—the—goveramg—beard of
the-schosltdistret-may-byrulespeeify.
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SEC. 3. (a) The State Department of Education shall
conduct a needs assessment survey of all school districts
and county offices of education to determine the
availability and accessibility of courses and coursework in
career technology and computer literacy. The needs
assessment survey shall include all of the following:

(1) The types of courses and coursework in career
technology and computer literacy currently being
offered by school districts and county offices of education.

(2) The number of pupils enrolled in career
technology and computer literacy courses.

(3) The capability and capacity for expansion of
courses in career technology and computer literacy
currently offered by school districts and county offices of
education.
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—7— SB 1892

(4) A determination as to how career technology and
computer literacy courses support and integrate with the
State Board of Education's standards and pupll
achievement.

(5) The connection between career technology and
computer literacy, and local industry needs and
employment.

(6) The barriers that schools face in offering career
technology and computer literacy courses, including
curriculum needs, lack of equipment, teacher training
needs, and space availability.

(b) The State Department of Education may contract
for the needs assessment survey if department personnel
are unable to carry it out.

(c) In conjunction with the needs assessment survey,
the State Department of Education, with the assistance
of the advisory committee appointed pursuant to
subdivision (d), shall provide a comprehensive plan for
integrating technical skills training into the public
education core curriculum for computer literacy and
employment related purposes. The comprehensive plan
shall include all of the following:

(1) The integration of technology into the core
curriculum of public schools that serve pupils in
kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive.

(2) A process to assess the technological skills of all
public school pupils in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12,
inclusive.

(3) A method for ensuring that the specific technical
skills needs of all pupils are met.

(d) The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall
appoint an advisory committee composed of individuals
representing a broad range of interested parties to assist
the State Department of Education in the development
of the comprehensive plan set forth in subdivision (c).

(e) The State Department of Education shall submit
the results of the needs assessment survey and its
comprehensive plan for integrating technical skills
training into the public education core curriculum to the
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Governor and the policy and fiscal committees of the
Legislature on or before January 1, 2002.

SEC. 4. The sum of three hundred thousand dollars
($300,000) is hereby appropriated from the General Fund
to the State Department of Education for the purposes of
complying with all of the requirements contained in
Section 3 of this act.
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