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SENATE BILL No. 1959

Introduced by Senator Calderon

February 23, 1996

An act to amend Section 1789.35 of the Civil Code, relating
to check cashers.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1959, as introduced, Calderon. Check cashers: military
identification card.

Existing law prohibits a check casher from charging a fee in
excess of 3% of the face amount of the check or $3, whichever
is greater, for cashing a payroll check or government check if
identification is provided by the customer. For purposes of
this provision, identification is limited to a California driver’s
license or a California identification card.

This bill would provide that identification for purposes of
this provision may also be a valid United States military
identification card.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 1789.35 of the Civil Code is
amended to read:

1789.35. (a) No check casher shall charge a fee for
cashing a payroll check or government check in excess of
3 percent if identification is provided by the customer, or
3.5 percent without the provision of identification, of the
face amount of the check, or three dollars ($3),
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whichever is greater. Identification, for purposes of this
section, is limited to a California driver’s license or, a
California identification card, or a valid United States
military identification card.

(b) A check casher may charge a fee of no more than
ten dollars ($10) to set up an initial account and issue an
optional identification card for providing check cashing
services. A replacement optional identification card may
be issued at a cost not to exceed five dollars ($5).

(c) A check casher shall provide a receipt to the
customer for each transaction.

(d) A willful violation of this section is a misdemeanor.
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