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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2284

Introduced by Assembly Member Williams
(Principal coauthor: Senator Correa)

February 21, 2014

An act to add Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 42445) to
Chapter 8 of Part 3 of Division 30 of the Public Resources Code, relating
to recycling, and making an appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2284, as amended, Williams. Recycling: househol d-batteries:
batteries pilot projects.
Fhe

(1) The Cdifornia Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989,
admr ni stered by the Department of Resources Recycl ing and Recovery,

department to conduct a study on the drspoaal and recyclability of
household batteries.

This bill would require the department to develop and fund up to 3
local battery recycling pilot projects, which would be required to
provide data to the department regarding the implementation and
outcomes of the pilot projects. The department would be required, on
or before 6 months after the pilot projects are complete, to review and
compile the information collected from the pilot projects, make the
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information available to local agencies, and develop informational
guidelinesto assist local governments.

(2) Existinglaw requiresan operator of a solid waste disposal facility
to pay a quarterly fee to the State Board of Equalization based on the
amount of solid waste disposed of at each disposal site. The fees and
all money received by the department, unless otherwise specified, are
required to be deposited in the Integrated Waste Management Account
in the Integrated Waste Management Fund, and the department is
authorized to expend the money in the account, upon appropriation by
the Legidature, to administer and implement the act.

This bill would appropriate $1,500,000 from certain fees deposited
in the account to the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
to develop and fund battery recycling pilot projects pursuant to the bill.
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stewareship-programs:
Vote: majority. Appropriation: ne-yes. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 42445) is
added to Chapter 8 of Part 3 of Division 30 of the Public Resources
Code, to read:

Article 1.5. Battery Recycling Pilot Projects
42445. The Legidlaturefindsand declaresall of thefollowing:

(&) Inearly 2006, most household batteries were classified by
the state as universal waste and are now prohibited from being
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disposed of in solid waste landfills. Under state law, “ household
batteries’ are defined as including batteries made of mercury,
alkaline, carbon-zinc, and nickel-cadmium, and other batteries
typically generated as household waste, including, but not limited
to, batteries used in hearing aids, cameras, watches, computers,
calculators, flashlights, lanterns, standby and emergency lighting,
portableradios, television sets, meters, toys, and clocks. Household
batteries do not include lead-acid batteries, batteriesthat are sold
ina*“ covered electronic device” asdefined in Section 42463, and
batteries that are not easily removable or are not intended or
designed to be removed from the products, other than by the
manufacturer.

(b) Approximately 80 percent of batteries sold in this state are
primary batteries, including household batteries such as alkaline
batteries, and these primary batteries are not covered under
existing retail take-back requirements.

(c) In spite of laws prohibiting landfill disposal of household
batteries, much of thiswaste sill ends up in landfills, whereit poses
substantial environmental risks.

42445.1. For purposes of this article “ battery” has the same
meaning as “ household battery,” as defined in subdivision (c) of
Section 42450.

42445.2. The department shall develop and fund up to three
local battery recycling pilot projects. Each pilot project shall
provide data to the department regarding the implementation and
outcomes of the pilot project, with consideration of how the
projectsimpact the diversion of batteries from the wastes that end
up in landfills.

42445.3. On or before six months after the department
determinesthelocal battery recycling pilot projects are complete,
the department shall review and compile the information collected
from the pilot projects and shall make the information available
to local governmentsand local enforcement agenciesfor assistance
in planning future diversion activities.

42445.4. The department shall use the results of the pilot
projects to develop informational guidelines to assist local
governmentsthat elect to include battery recycling as part of their
solid waste diversion programs.

SEC. 2. The sumof one million five hundred thousand dollars
($1,500,000) is hereby appropriated from the fees collected
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pursuant to Section 48000 that are in the Integrated Waste
Management Account to the Department of Resources Recycling
and Recovery to develop and fund battery recycling pilot projects
pursuant to Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 42445) of
Chapter 8 of Part 3 of Division 30 of the Public Resources Code.
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