AMENDED IN SENATE AUGUST 25, 2011

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1129

Introduced by Assembly Member Portantino

February 18, 2011

relating-to-unemployment-insuranee—An act to amend Sections 6252
and 6253.4 of, to add Section 6252.51 to, and to repeal Article 3.5
(commencing with Section 9070) of Chapter 1.5 of Part 1 of Division
2 of Title 2 of, the Government Code, relating to public records.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1129, as amended, Portantlno Hnempleymem—mswaﬂee—esee#
information:—fede tes-Public

records Ieglslatlve expendlture mformatlon

(1) Under the California Public Records Act, except for exempt
records, every state and local agency, upon request, is required to make
records available to any person.

This bill would revise the definition of a state agency, for purposes
of the act, to include the Assembly and the Senate. The bill would require
that any budget, fund, or account of the Senate and Assembly, or other
expenditure created in the annual Budget Act, as specified, constitutes
a public document for purposes of the act.

(2) The Legislative Open Records Act requires, among other things,
that legislative records be open to inspection at all times and that any
person has a right to inspect any legislative record, except as provided.

The b|II would repeal the Leglslatlve Open Records Act.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 6252 of the Government Code is amended
to read:

6252. As used in this chapter:

(@) “Local agency” includes a county; city, whether general law
or chartered; city and county; school district; municipal
corporation; district; political subdivision; or any board,
commission or agency thereof; other local public agency; or entities
that are legislative bodies of a local agency pursuant to subdivisions
(c) and (d) of Section 54952.

(b) “Member of the public” means any person,-exeepta-member;
and an agent, officer, or employee of a federal, state, or local
agency acting within the scope of his or her membership, agency,
office, or employment.

(c) “Person” includes any natural person, Member of the
Legislature, corporation, partnership, limited liability company,
firm, or association.

(d) “Public agency” means any state or local agency.

(e) “Public records” includes any writing containing information
relating to the conduct of the public’s business prepared, owned,
used, or retained by any state or local agency regardless of physical
form or characteristics. “Public records” in the custody of, or
maintained by, the Governor’s office means any writing prepared
on or after January 6, 1975.
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(f) “State agency” means the Assembly and Senate and every
state office, officer, department, division, bureau, board, and
commission or other state body or agency, except those agencies
provided for in-Article PV {except-Section-20-thereef)-or Article
V1 of the California Constitution.

(g) “Writing” means any handwriting, typewriting, printing,
photostating, photographing, photocopying, transmitting by
electronic mail or facsimile, and every other means of recording
upon any tangible thing any form of communication or
representation, including letters, words, pictures, sounds, or
symbols, or combinations thereof, and any record thereby created,
regardless of the manner in which the record has been stored.

SEC. 2. Section 6252.51 is added to the Government Code, to
read:

6252.51. Any budget, fund, account, contingency fund of the
Senate and Assembly, or other expenditures that are created or
are made through moneys appropriated in the annual Budget Act
under an item or successive budget items for the support of the
Senate and Assembly shall be a disclosable public document.

SEC. 3. Section 6253.4 of the Government Code is amended
to read:

6253.4. (a) Every agency may adopt regulations stating the
procedures to be followed when making its records available in
accordance with this section.

The following state and local bodies shall establish written
guidelines for accessibility of records. A copy of these guidelines
shall be posted in a conspicuous public place at the offices of these
bodies, and a copy of the guidelines shall be available upon request
free of charge to any person requesting that body’s records:

Department of Motor Vehicles

Department of Consumer Affairs

Department of Transportation

Department of Real Estate

Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation

Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Division of
Juvenile Facilities

Department of Justice

Department of Insurance

Department of Corporations
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Department of Managed Health Care

Secretary of State

State Air Resources Board

Department of Water Resources

Department of Parks and Recreation

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
State Board of Equalization

State Department of Health Care Services

Employment Development Department

State Department of Public Health

State Department of Social Services

State Department of Mental Health

State Department of Developmental Services

State Department of Alcohol and Drug-Abuse Programs
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development
Public Employees’ Retirement System

Teachers’ Retirement Board

Department of Industrial Relations

Department of General Services

Department of Veterans Affairs

Public Utilities Commission

California Coastal Commission

State Water Resources Control Board

San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District

All regional water quality control boards

Los Angeles County Air Pollution Control District

Bay Area Air Pollution Control District

Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District
Department of Toxic Substances Control

Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
Assembly

Senate

(b) Guidelines and regulations adopted pursuant to this section

shall be consistent with all other sections of this chapter and shall
reflect the intention of the Legislature to make the records
accessible to the public. The guidelines and regulations adopted
pursuant to this section shall not operate to limit the hours public
records are open for inspection as prescribed in Section 6253.
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SEC. 4. Article 3.5 (commencing with Section 9070) of Chapter
1.5 of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 2 of the Government Code is
repealed.
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