AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 17, 2009
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 13, 2009

SENATE BILL No. 562

Introduced by Senator Florez

February 27, 2009

An act to—amend add Section—480061—f 18739 to the Food and
Agricultural Code, relating to animal agriculture.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 562, as amended Florez. :

-Human food product: nontherapeutlc antibiotics.

The Secretary of the Food and Agriculture has the responsibility of
ensuring that food products are not adulterated and that they are
capable of use as human food. The secretary is required to ensure that
the food products are properly inspected and labeled. A violation of
any of these provisions is a crime, punishable as specified.

This bill would provide, in addition, that commencing January 1,
2011, any person who uses antibiotics for a nontherapeutic use in any
animal raised for the production of any human food product made
available commercially shall be required to label the product with a
warning, as specified. By creating a new crime, this bill would impose
a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 18739 is added to the Food and
Agricultural Code, to read:

18739. (a) Commencing January 1, 2011, any person who
uses antibiotics for a nontherapeutic use in any animal raised for
the production of any human food product made available
commercially shall be required to label the product with the
following warning, which shall be prominently displayed on the
front of the product packaging and which shall appear in typeface
of no less than 14-point font:

WARNING: THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS NONTHERAPEUTIC
ANTIBIOTICS

(b) For purposes of this section, “antibiotic’” means any drug
intended for use in food-producing animals that is composed wholly
or partly of either of the following:

(1) Any kind of penicillin, tetracycline, macrolide, lincosamide,
streptogramin, minoglycoside, or sulfonamide.

(2) Any other drug or derivative of a drug that is used in humans
or intended for use in humans to treat or prevent disease or
infection caused by microorganisms.

(c) For purposes of this section, ““nontherapeutic use,” with
respect to antibiotics, means any use of the drug as a feed or water
additive for an animal in the absence of any clinical sign of disease
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in the animal for growth promotion, feed efficiency, weight gain,
routine disease prevention, or other routine purpose.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California
Constitution.
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