AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 2, 2009

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1497

Introduced by Assembly Member Hall

February 27, 2009

I ) ” bl i ie-relati
to—telecommunications—An act to amend Section 1807 of the Public
Utilities Code, relating to public utilities.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1497, as amended, Hall. Felephone-cal-identification-serviee:

Public utilities: intervenor fees.

Existing law provides compensation for reasonable advocate’s fees,
reasonable expert witness fees, and other reasonable costs to public
utility customers of participation or intervention in any proceeding of
the Public Utilities Commission. Any award for that compensation shall
be paid by the public utility that is the subject of the hearing,
investigation, or proceeding. Existing law provides that an award shall
be allowed by the commission as an expense for the purpose of
establishing rates of the public utility. An existing decision of the
commission establishes the intervenor compensation program fund for
quasi-legislative or rulemaking proceedings funded through commission
reimbursement fees collected on an annual basis from electrical, gas,
telephone, and water corporations.

This bill would require an award related to a telephone corporation
that is not regulated under a rate-of-return regulatory framework to
be paid from the commission’s intervenor compensation program fund.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION. 1. Section 1807 of the Public Utilities Code is
amended to read:

1807. Any-(a) Anaward made under this article shall be paid
by the public utility—wihieh that is the subject of the hearing,
investigation, or proceeding, as determined by the commission,
within 30 days. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any
award paid by a public utility pursuant to this article shall be
allowed by the commission as an expense for the purpose of
establishing rates of the public utility by way of a dollar-for-dollar
adjustment to rates imposed by the commission immediately on
the determination of the amount of the award, so that the amount
of the award shall be fully recovered within one year from the date
of the award.

(b) An award related to a telephone corporation that is not
regulated under a rate-of-return regulatory framework shall be
paid from the commission’s intervenor compensation program
fund.
amended-toread:
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