AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 2, 2008

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2007—08 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 3053

Introduced by Committee on Judiciary (Jones (Chair), Evans,
Feuer, Krekorian, Laird, Levine, and Lieber)

February 28, 2008

An act to amend Section 2013 of—andto-adg-Sectior-6396-t6; the
Family Code, relating to domestic relations.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 3053, as amended, Committee on Judiciary. Domestic relations.

Existing law establishes procedures related to proceedings for
dissolution of marriage, nullity of marriage, and legal separation, as
specified. Existing law, the Collaborative Family Law Act, allows the
parties to those proceedings, by written agreement, to use a collaborative
law process, as defined, rather than an adversarial judicial proceeding
to resolve those disputes.

This bill would direct the court to refrain from requiring court
appearances inconsistent with the parties’ agreement absent good cause.
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AB 3053 —2—

Heabl eor
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 2013 of the Family Code is amended to
read:

2013. (a) If awritten agreement is entered into by the parties,
the parties may utilize a collaborative law process to resolve any
matter governed by this code over which the court is granted
jurisdiction pursuant to Section 2000.

(b) “Collaborative law process” means the process in which the
parties and any professionals engaged by the parties to assist them
agree in writing to use their best efforts and to make a good faith
attempt to resolve disputes related to the family law matters as
referenced in subdivision (a) on an agreed basis without resorting
to adversary judicial intervention.

(c) The court shall refrain from requiring court appearances
inconsistent with the parties’ agreement pursuant to subdivision
(@) unless it finds good cause for doing so.
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