AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 18, 2007

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2007—08 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 921

Introduced by Assembly Member Krekorian

February 22, 2007

An act to amend Sections 10951 and 10960 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, relating to public social services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 921, as amended, Krekorian. Public social services: hearings.

Existing law authorizes an applicant for or recipient of public social
services who is dissatisfied with certain actions of the county welfare
department, to request a hearing from the State Department of Social
Services. Existing law requires a request for hearing to be filed within
90 days after the order or action complained of.

This bill would authorize a person to file a request for a hearing more
than 90 days after the order or action complained of, if the claimant did
not receive adequate notice or there is good cause for filing beyond 90
days, as specified.

Existing law authorizes an affected county or applicant or recipient,
within 30 days after receiving the proposed decision of an administrative
law judge adopted by the Director of Social Services, a final decision
rendered by an administrative law judge or a decision issued by the
director himself or herself, to file a request with the director for a
rehearing. Existing law requires the director to grant or deny the request
for rehearing between 5 and 15 working days after the receipt of the
request, and provides that the request shall be deemed denied if the
director does not take action within the time allowed.
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30 days if an applicant or recipient does not receive a copy of the
relevant decision, or when there is good cause for the late filing.

This bill would also require the department to implement the bill
through all-county letters or similar instructions from the director by
January 1, 2008, and to adopt regulations by July 1, 2008, to implement
the—abeve—prowisiens bill, in consultation with representatives of
claimants and counties.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 10951 of the Welfare and Institutions
2 Code is amended to read:

3 10951. (a) No person shall be entitled to a hearing pursuant
4 to this chapter unless he files his request for the same within 90
5 days after the order or action complained of.

6 (b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a person shall be entitled
7 to a hearing pursuant to this chapter if he or she files his request
8 more than 90 days after the order or action complained of, if-the
9 elaimant he or she did not receive adequate notice, or there is good

10 cause for filing beyond 90 days —Neﬁfeeerpt—et—the—ﬁeﬂeeeeegeed

98



O©Coo~No ok~ wNE

(c) Notwithstanding the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter
3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of
Title 2 of the Government Code), the department shall implement
this section through an all-county letter or similar instructions
from the director, no later than January 1, 2008, after consulting
with representatives of claimants and counties. The department,
in consultation with claimants and counties, shall adopt regulations
to implement this section no later than July 1, 2008.

SEC. 2. Section 10960 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

10960. (a) Within 30 days after receiving the proposed decision
of an administrative law judge adopted by the director, a final
decision rendered by an administrative law judge or a decision
issued by the director himself or herself, the affected county or
applicant or recipient may file a request with the director for a
rehearing. The director shall immediately serve a copy of the
request on the other party to the hearing and that other party may
within five days of the service file with the director a written
statement supporting or objecting to the request. The director shall
grant or deny the request no-tater-than-the-60th earlier than the
fifth nor later than the 15th working day after the receipt of the
request. If the director grants the request, the rehearing shall be
conducted in the same manner and subject to the same time limits
as the original hearing. If action is not taken by the director within
the time allowed, the request shall be deemed approved.
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(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), an applicant or recipient
may otherwise be entitled to a rehearing pursuant to this chapter
if he or she files a request more than 30 days after the proposed
decision, final decision, or director’s decision, if he or she did not
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receive a copy of the proposed decision, final decision, or
director’s decision, or if there is good cause for filing beyond 30
days.

(c) Notwithstanding the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter
3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of
Title 2 of the Government Code), the department shall implement
this section through an all-county letter or similar instructions
from the director, no later than January 1, 2008, after consulting
with representatives of claimants and counties. The department,
in consultation with claimants and counties, shall adopt regulations
to implement this section no later than July 1, 2008.
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