AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 11, 2006
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 27, 2006

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2805

Introduced by Assembly Member Blakeslee

February 24, 2006

An act to—amend—Section—656:02—6f add Section 655.7 to the
Business and Professions Code, relating to health care.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2805, as amended, Blakeslee. Health-care—+referrals—CT, PET,
and MRI diagnostic imaging services.

Existing law prohibits licensed persons of various health care
professions from charging fees to patients for clinical laboratory
services not directly performed by the licensed persons. Existing law
requires a clinical laboratory performing cytological examinations of
gynecologic slides to directly bill either the patient or the responsible
third-party payer for the services, and prohibits the clinical
laboratory from billing the physician and surgeon who requests the
tests, with specified exceptions. A violation of these provisions, and
specified provisions regarding referrals is a crime.

This bill would prohibit licensees of health care professions from
charging, billing, or soliciting payment from any patient, client, or
third-party payer, as defined, for performance of the technical
component of CT, PET, or MRI diagnostic imaging services not
rendered by the licensees or persons under their direct supervision.
The bill would also require a radiological facility or imaging center
performing the technical component of CT, PET, or MRI diagnostic
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imaging services to directly bill either the patient or the responsible
third-party payer for the services, and would prohibit the radiological
facility or imaging center from billing the physician and surgeon who
requested the services. Because a violation of these provisions would
be a crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this
act for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 655.7 is added to the Business and
Professions Code, to read:

655.7. (a) It is unlawful for any person licensed under this
division or under any initiative act referred to in the division to
charge, bill, or otherwise solicit payment from any patient, client,
customer, or third-party payer for performance of the technical
component of Computerized Tomography (CT), Positron
Emission Tomography (PET), or Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(MRI) diagnostic imaging services if those services were not
actually rendered by the licensee or a person under his or her
direct supervision.

(b) Radiological facilities or imaging centers performing the
technical component of CT, PET, or MRI diagnostic imaging
services shall directly bill either the patient or the responsible
third-party payer for such services rendered by those facilities.
Radiological facilities or imaging centers shall not bill the
physician and surgeon who requests the services.

(c) For the purposes of this section, any person or entity who
is responsible to pay for CT, PET, or MRI services provided to
that patient shall be considered a responsible third-party payer.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the
penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a
crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the
California Constitution.
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