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SENATE BILL No. 1737

Introduced by Senator Poochigian

February 21, 2002

An act to amend Section 4 of the Penal Code, relating to crime.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1737, as introduced, Poochigian. Crime.
Existing law provides that all of the provisions of the Penal Code are

to be construed according to the fair import of their terms with a view
to effect the objectives of the provision and to promote justice.

This bill would make a technical, nonsubstantive change to this
provision.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 4 of the Penal Code is amended to read:
4. The rule of the common law, that penal statutes are to be

strictly construed, has no application to this Code. All its
provisions are to be construed according to the fair import of their
terms, with a view to effect its objects and to promote justice.
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