AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 23, 2002
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 7, 2002
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 5, 2001

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2001-02 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1425

Introduced by Assembly Member Thomson

February 23, 2001

An act to-amend-Section1505-efHthe Health-anrd-Safety Cede; and to
add-Section-56747to-theWeltare—and-Institutions—Cede,—+elating to

mental-health.add Section 1504.5 to the Health and Safety Code,
relating to health.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 1425, as amended, Thomson—Mental-hedtrsons with
dlsabllltles communlty living supposervices.

Existing lawthe California Community Care Facilities Actoprdes
for the licensure and regulation of community care and residential
facilities by the State Department of Social Services, and prohibits
unlicensed community care facilities from operating in the state
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This bill would permit counties to contract with agencies or
individuals to assist-mental-health-clieqisrsons with disabilitiem
securing their own homes, includirg-suppersegportivenousing, as
described, and to provide—ehenpersons with disabilitiesvith the
supports needed to live in their own homes.

2Bx4stingtaw—the Calfernia—CommunityCare—Faeilities—Act,

This bill would permit individuals with—mental—ress—er—their
representativeg]isabilitiesto contract for the provision-efany-efthese
mentat-healthcommunity livingsupport services in the individual's

private home as part-efa-mentat-health-treatmentplante-support

independent livingplan, and would exempt any living arrangement or
suppertedsupportivehousing for individuals with-mentdisabilities
who are receiving these—mental-healtbmmunity livingsupport
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program:—yes

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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—5— AB 1425

56++—far

SECTION 1. Section 1504.5 is added to the Health and Safety
Code, to read:

1504.5. (a) This chapter does not apply to any independent
living arrangement or supportive housing, described in paragraph
(2) of subdivision (c), for individuals with disabilities who are
receiving community living support services, as described in
paragraph (1) of subdivision (c).

(b) The Legislature finds and declares that persons with
psyehiatrelinesseglisabilities who wish to live independerdte
entitled to receive—mental—healttommunity living support
services, as described in paragraph (1) of subdivistoft)band
services in securing and maintainirg—supperteslipportive
housing, as described in paragraph (2) of subdivistelicihand
thatthere is an urgent need to provide for a statewide structure that
fosters support services for persons with-mentaHlldissbilities
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and encourages increased access-te-supsupgortivenousing.
These services should be provided to clients in the least restrictive
setting possible, such as a person’s private home, and should
enablethe person to live more independently in the community for
long periods of tlme—'Fhese—serees—shetHel—melude—ehnlcal

(c) (1) “Community livingsupport services,” for purposes of
this sectionmayinclude, but are not limited to, assistance with
meal planning and shopping, improving skills in budgeting and
managing finances, medication self-management, transportation,
vocational and educational development, counseling regarding
appropriate use of community resources and leisure activities,
arrangements tmeet the individual’s basic needs such as financial
benefits, food, clothing, household goods, and housing, and
locatingand scheduling for appropriate medical, dental, and vision
benefits and care, and independent living skills training and
problemsolving.

(2) “Supperted “Supportive housing,” for purposes of this
section, is—safeental housing that has all of the following
characteristics:

(A) It is affordable to people with disabilities.

(B) Itis independent housing in which each tenant meets all of
the following conditions:

(i) Holds alease or rentalgreemenin his or her own name and
is responsible for paying his or her own rent.

(i) Has his or her own room or apartment-era-sharedroom,
and is individually responsible for arranging any shared tenancy.

(3) Itis permanent, wherein each tenant may stay as long as he
or she pays his or her share of rent and complies with the terms of
his or her lease.

(4) It is tenancy housing under whieh—supperseghportive
housingproviders are required to comply with applicable state and
federal laws governing the landlord-tenant relationship.

(e)-

(d) Countiesmay contract with agencies or individuals to assist
mentat-health—¢lientpersons with disabilitiesn securing their
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— 7 — AB 1425

own homes and to provide-elieptrsons with disabilitiewith the
supports needed to live in their own homes, includirg-sapported
supportivehousing.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, individuals

with memal—rHﬂess—eFtFmFFep%esemaHvehsabllltles may
contract for the prOV|S|on of any of the-mental-heaimmunity

living support services specified in paragraph (1) of subdivision

b} (c), in the individual's prlvate home—as—part—ef—a—mental—health

Fund: as part of that individual’s independent living plan.
(N An individual's receipt of community living support services
as defined in paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) shall not be
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1 construed to mean that the individual requires care and
2 supervision.
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